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BCMHO IS MOVING FORWARD

At the November AGM, several action items were identified, including membership
fees, member benefits, the long-term goal of implementing new legislation for
manufactured homes on leased land, and the potential of hiring staff. This newsletter
provides a summary of the outcomes of these action items."

New Legislation and Staffed Model Committees to Merge

The New Legislation Committee, created at the November AGM, included Brian
Snyder, Dave Eaton, Peter Kedge, and Ken Nentwig. It was tasked with creating a long
range plan for achieving new legislation governing manufactured homes on leased land
(or “parks”).

At the BCMHO Board meeting on March 3rd, the committee presented two reports.
The first, titled "New Beginnings," outlines the critical history and numerous reasons
why the current MHPTA is inadequate. The second is a three-year plan to achieve the
goal of new legislation. Following discussions, the board approved both the report and
the plan for future use.

The Staffed Model Committee, established at the November AGM and composed of
Susan Belford, Anna Hall, Hans Rueckert and Daniel Vaillancourt were tasked to cover
several issues and reported their progress for establishing commercial sponsorships to
benefit members, including potential sponsorships that could result in reduced rates for
home insurance, maintenance, energy retrofits, and more. Details are currently being
finalized.

The committee's second initiative is developing a self-sustaining network of skilled
support for homeowners living in manufactured home communities. The Homeowner
Support Project will assist homeowners facing challenges under the MHPTA, address
service gaps across the province, connect with tenant advocacy groups, and research
alternative land lease laws. The board approved an application for funding to hire two
part-time staff members to work on the Member Support Project for three years.
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Volunteers, including law students from BC universities and others, will also play a
substantial role.

Given the complementary nature of the projects from the New Legislation and Staffed
Model Committees, the board decided to merge them into a single committee to make
these plans a reality. Stay tuned for opportunities to participate in this exciting
progress.

Retrofits, Renovations and Upgrades

In the fall, Ecotrust began a consultation process with mid and north island
communities about energy retrofits for manufactured homes. Their interest is in finding
out the barriers home owners face to making their homes more resilient and
comfortable. BCMHO offered Ecotrust the opportunity to circulate a survey to our
members; Ecotrust will share their survey results with us.

Renovations or upgrades could save us money and make our homes more
comfortable, but there are many barriers to doing this work. Ecotrust wants to know if
you are interested in home energy renovations and what barriers you face to
completing them.

Please consider filling out this 7-15 minute survey to help us learn about the unique
challenges that Manufactured Home owners face, and what kind of support would
benefit you most. Complete the survey by March 26 for a chance to win one of
eight $50 gift cards.

Your answers will be kept confidential and they will help Ecotrust Canada to support
Manufactured Home owners better, with both on-the-ground programs and advocacy.

Please feel free to share this survey with any other Manufacture Home residents
who you think may be interested in contributing! Here is the URL for the
survey: https://forms.office.com/r/y7CgKwrUew

Thank you for your input!

Voluntary Annual Membership fee of $20 Begins

You may remember that the question of BCMHO charging a membership was
discussed at the November AGM. At its Feb 23 meeting, the BCMHO board, after a lot
of discussion, decided to introduce a voluntary $20 membership fee, starting March 15.
Look for a post around mid-March with more details.
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Members who choose to remain non-paying will be registered as non-paying members
and will have access through the website to newsletters and posted materials,
including public background information being gathered or created.

People who choose to pay a membership will be registered as paying members and
will have the same access, plus they will be eligible for committee membership, access
to sponsored programs, and reports of the various committees.

Membership fees collected are used for the operations of BCMHO, including website
fees, office and meeting costs. Donations will also be accepted at any time.

Donating for Data

In this world, and particularly for BCMHO, data is critically important. Understanding
the economic value of this housing form is essential. How many manufactured homes
are there, and in how many communities? What are the assessed values?

According to BC statistics, in 2019 there were 37,083 manufactured homes in 896
communities. The total assessed values of all homes combined was $ 3.6 billion while
the total assessed value of the land base was less, at $2,2 billion. How many parks are
being redeveloped, or are potential ‘targets’ for changes in land use since these figures
were released?

Having accurate data helps BCMHO navigate the many challenges homeowners face
in our unpredictable world in which communities are being purchased and obliterated
by real estate investment trusts and developers. Background data needs to be
accessed; it comes at a cost of $800 .

Last week we received $200 in donations toward the purchase of this data, giving us
enough to proceed. However, this outlay will almost deplete our bank account.
Therefore, we kindly ask that those who can consider making a donation to us,
earmarked for DATA.

How to Donate

Any amount you can give will be greatly appreciated and will help us continue our
important work. To contribute, please visit our website and click the 'Donate’ link in the
green header bar. That will take you to a page with details for three donation methods:
cheque, etransfer or through PayPal

Please put "DATA" in the memo field.

Thank you for your support!



