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March 28, 2025 Reference: 72548

Susan Belford

President

Active Manufactured Home Owners Society of BC (BCMHO)
Email: susan.e.belford@shaw.ca

Dear Susan Belford:

Thank you for your correspondence of December 31, 2024, regarding recent changes to
the Manufactured Home Park Tenancy Act (MHPTA). Manufactured Home Parks (MHPs) are
an important source of affordable housing in British Columbia, and we appreciate your
advocacy on behalf of manufactured home owners. We apologize for the delay in
responding.

As you note, in July 2024, the MHPTA was amended to limit the monetary amount that can
be claimed through the Residential Tenancy Branch (RTB) for certain types of applications
to $65,000. Claims above this monetary amount are required to be made at the Supreme
Court of British Columbia. These amendments were based on a decision of the Court that
called into question the RTB's jurisdiction in making awards over $65,000.

However, we recognize the specific effect this change has on manufactured home owners,
especially elderly home owners and those with fixed incomes. We are looking at options to
mitigate the impact. Your suggestions about how to amend the MHPTA to better protect
home owners from redevelopment will be considered as part of this work.

In the meantime, there are resources available for manufactured home owners who are
affected by redevelopment or park closures.

An application can be made to the Court for an order to waive filing fees that relieves
litigants of the obligation to pay them. The Court must find that a person is unable to pay
the fees and that the claim being proposed is a reasonable one.
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An order to waive fees covers the fees set out in Schedule 1 of Appendix C to the Supreme
Court Civil Rules which can be found here: www.bccourts.ca/supreme court/self-
represented litigants/sc info_packages/order to waive fees package.pdf. Supreme Court
Civil Rule 20-5 is the rule specific to applications for people who apply to the Court to
waive the requirement of paying the fees and it can be found at:
www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/168 2009 02#rule20-5

Parties involved in court proceedings may wish to seek independent legal advice to
discuss the legal options that may be available to them. If they cannot afford a lawyer,
they may wish to approach one of the groups that provide no-cost legal services. Please
note that there are several organizations that provide free or low-cost legal services in
British Columbia. One such group is Access Pro Bono found here:

Access Pro Bono

300 - 845 Cambie Street

Vancouver BC V6B 479

Telephone: 604-878-7400 or toll-free: 1-877-762-6664
Website: accessprobono.ca/

Another group that can provide free legal services in British Columbia is Amici Curiae
(AC) Friends of Court. AC is a non-profit organization that can assist parties with
completing their legal forms or preparing for court appearances:

Amici Curiae (AC) Friends of Court
Telephone: 778-522-2839

Email:_ helpme®@legalformsbc.ca
Website: www.legalformsbc.ca/#/

The Supreme Court of British Columbia has published a self-help guide found

here: supremecourtbc.ca/, which includes information on how to apply

to the Court. There are also other organizations and programs that can provide

legal information and advice, such as the Lawyer Referral Service, operated by the
Canadian Bar Association at: www.accessprobono.ca/our-programs/lawyer-referral-service
and the Seniors First BC Legal Advocacy Program found here:
seniorsfirstbc.ca/programs/legal-advocacy-program/. For legal information, you may be
interested in Clicklaw, a website that provides legal information, education and help for
British Columbians. You can find out more about Clicklaw at: www.clicklaw.bc.ca/.
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As mentioned previously, we have directed ministry staff to look into options to mitigate
the impact of this change on manufactured home owners. As such, we do not feel it is
necessary to meet at this time. We encourage you to continue to work with the RTB's
stakeholder group on issues affecting manufactured home owners.

Thank you again for taking the time to write.

Sincerely,

Ravi Kahlon Niki Sharma, KC
Minister of Housing and Municipal Affairs Attorney General and Deputy Premier



