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The BCMHO AGM will be November 30 at 11 am

It's that time of year again, when our organization gets ready for its annual General
Meeting.

Not only does this meeting give members an opportunity to discuss what has been
done over the past year and the status of BCMHO projects, it also decides
resolutions brought forward by members or the Board. In fact, a new resolution is
currently being prepared to better define the role of non-voting members; this will go
out to members with the formal notice of meeting at the beginning of November.

Another important function of the AGM is the election of Board members. Board
members are elected for two year terms, on a staggered basis, with 3 being elected
one year and 4 being elected the following year, for a total of 7. This year, three board
positions are up for election as Susan Belford, Glen Beauchamp and Ken Nentwig
step aside.

If you are concerned about the wellbeing of manufactured home owners living in park
communities, and if you want to see new, fairer legislation governing our lives,
consider joining the board. Your skills in research, communication, letter writing,
policy analysis or fundraising you would be most welcome.

The board meets monthly over zoom, and most board members spend about 5-10
hours per month working on BCMHO initiatives.

News from the Forward Committee

The forward committee is continuing with the long term project to develop new
legislation governing manufactured home communities. To achieve this, we are
conducting outreach to people living in manufactured home communities around the
province, building our media team, compiling briefing notes and beginning to reach
out to MLAs. We have discovered, thanks to the careful analysis of member Gloria
Wells, that there are eight pieces of BC legislation that impact manufactured homes
while only one of them (the Manufactured Home Park Tenancy Act) is used to

1



adjudicate cases under the Residential Tenancy Branch. The MHPTA itself is silent of
many matters related to the rights of homeowners as homeowners.

The Board and the Forward Committee have identified several tasks needed to
further our goals. If you have some time and skill that you think could be of help,
please contact forward.committee@bcmho.ca

The tasks below are being taken by teams. It would be great if you
can do one thing on a team’s list.

Membership Team: contact new members with a greeting, send them membership
materials, keep a list of members and their status (voting, not, contributing (paid $20),
send out membership confirmations, administer membership records, reach out to
MH communities to ensure a BCMHO contact in each

Media Team: Create contact list of journalists at all major and regional media outlets
to receive press releases etc. Reach out to journalists with press releases and follow
up, arrange interviews on issues, connect regional activists with BC provincial
journalists. Find friendly journalists who will keep our story in the public eye.

Fundraising Team: Locate and apply for funding for BCMHO staff (Executive
Director, advocates), Reach out to organizations and service providers for
organizational sponsorships (and funding), generate such sponsorship agreements,
develop other fundraising initiatives.

Volunteer Coordinator: refine volunteer application form, Connect with prospective
volunteers, process their applications, onboard them to their responsibilities and
colleagues, arrange volunteer appreciation events, etc.

Legislation Team: Compile and Review of all Government and RTB documentation
on MHCs, Identify key policy developers in legislature, research Hansard to identify
potential MLA allies. Lobby key Gov. ministers and re need for new legislation,
Identify and secure Gov. Sponsor to introduce new legislation, Secure MLA support
for new legislation.

The Homeowner Support Project - Advocacy Training for
Homeowners

Final arrangements are being made for the first offering of the Advocacy Training
program to assist homeowners facing challenges under the MHPTA, address service
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gaps across the province, and connect with tenant advocacy groups. Several people
have already signed up and will be sent details shortly. For more information contact
forward.committee@bcmho.ca.

Unfortunately, we were not successful in securing funds to pay legal advocates.

FUNDING RECEIVED - SFU Research Project

SFU professor Yushu Zhu and Master’s candidate Farnoush Mansourian received
funding to conduct their study into Manufactured Home Communities. After
discussion, it was agreed that this research will explore the historical, institutional,
and regulatory contexts that have shaped Manufactured Home Communities and how
homeowners interact with landlords and local governments to pursue tenure security.
The study will create diverse forms of outputs — a project report, a master’s thesis,
two journal article manuscripts, op-eds, and a webinar — to bring overdue scholarly
and policy attention to MHPs as important, yet precarious, sites of affordable
homeownership.

Work on the study has begun and is expected to be completed in May "26. It will be
invaluable to us as it will provide clear data and analysis on the primary issues
affecting homeowners. Until now we have had to rely primarily on anecdotal data.

Retrofits, Renovations and Upgrades

Robyn Ashwell of Ecotrust let us know that her report concerning home energy
retrofits for manufactured home owners is now available for people to look at. Find it
at https://ecotrust.ca/latest/research/manufactured-home-retrofits-in-bc-2025/

Robyn has received funding to continue her work. One of her first endeavors will be
to contact the Alliance to help them overcome their fear of and banning of heat
pumps.

REMEMBER as home owners we have rights AND responsibilities.

e Follow legitimate tenancy agreement items
e Keep all cameras from facing other people’s property
e Consider how things YOU do may affect OTHERS (neighbours, management, etc)
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Thanks to all choosing to purchase the $20 memberships. And
thanks to those who choose to donate a little more.

Any amount you can give will be greatly appreciated and will help us continue our
important work. To contribute, please visit our website and click the 'Donate’ link in

the green header bar. That will take you to a page with details for three donation
methods: cheque, etransfer or through PayPal.

Thank you for your continued support!



